
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 2026 

Dear Friends 

Preparing for Easter 

As I look forward to Holy Week, I find myself focusing on 

the events and people surrounding Palm Sunday.  Here are 

some - Jesus, Mary, Martha, Lazarus, Jesus’s disciples, 

priests and a crowd.  

In John’s gospel Jesus has just given another sign – by raising Lazarus 

from the dead. Then there is the meal in his honour, where Mary 

(Lazarus and Martha’s sister) pours expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet. 

The next day Jesus goes into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey and many 

people in the crowd shout His praises, proclaiming Him as the Messiah!  

I wonder where I would fit in?  

I would like to think I would be one of the disciples there - a follower of 

Jesus.  Rejoicing that our Rabbi – Jesus – had brought his friend Lazarus 

back to life.  Knowing we have made the RIGHT choice – Jesus IS the 

Messiah,  the special, anointed one of God!  But, to be a disciple, I would 

have to have left what I am comfortable with - my security and 

familiarity - and walk into the unknown with Jesus. 

I hope I would be a disciple, even when the Jesus Way is hard.  I think it 

more likely that I would be in the crowd, where it is easier to hide and 

‘go with the flow.’  On this occasion it would be great – waving palms or 

coats or flags for Jesus, the champion of God, who even overcame 

death with Lazarus!  We could cheer Him on together – but I wonder 

what I would say if I found myself in another crowd a few days later, 

when they shouted ‘crucify?’ 

Maybe, like Martha, I would prepare and share food for Him; or, like 

Mary, pour out my precious gift for Him… Maybe I could just be myself, 

and share the love He has for me (and each of us)! 

Be blessed this Easter and always - Jem 

 



From the Editor....  
Jem asks where would I fit in?  This is the second time 
this week I have had this question (raised initially at 
Core Bible Study on Monday evening). I appreciate 
this isn’t theological and it is simply a ‘Richardisum’ 
but the idea of dusty, possibly grubby feet being 
smothered in expensive perfume and human hair 
used for towelling just does not work for me.  
However, for me, Pilate’s position, like that of Judas, 
challenges us because their choices were necessary.  

Jesus was always going to be crucified so that God’s plan - that my sins 
and selfishness can be washed away - could be realised. 

Being human and being in the crowd it would be easy to be swayed by 
the numbers, but we are blessed with choice and we are told that 
following God isn’t always easy.  In times of conflict/hardship this can 
sometimes, for me, feel like a caveat to my faith. 

In sport, I find myself drawn to the underdog.  Pilate had all the power 
and yet he was never going to win – he knew Jesus was innocent, the 
crowd were baying for Jesus’ crucifixion.  Even his wife had added her 
twopenny worth.  So, what does he do with his power?  He washes his 
hands of the decision.  I know I would not have wanted my feet to fit 
into his expensive sandals. 

So again, where would I fit in?  I have the advantage of both hindsight 
and not having been there.  I’d love to be able to say that I would have 
called out for Jesus’ release, but I would probably have just kept my 
head down.  However, without trying to defend my cowardliness, it was 
God’s plan and I am eternally grateful for God’s grace and love. 

This month we also have reason to be grateful to the Cloke boys for 
their amazing generosity to the Outreach work of our church – please 
see the Memory Garden page for a message from them explaining their 
gift.  We remember Beatrice and George with love and will, I’m sure, use 
their gift with Godly wisdom. 

God Bless - Richard 
 

Deadline for the next magazine is: Friday 17 April 2026 
Please put this date in your diary! 



 

 

We meet at 7.30 pm on Monday evenings in the worship space (lifts are 

always available).  We are always glad to welcome new faces.  This 

group is for everyone—whether you read the Bible daily and can quote 

multiple verses, or if you pick the Bible up rarely and are not sure what 

the names of all the books are! 

We are an Eco Church, and part of our commitment to this includes 

studying the Scriptures through an ecological lens.  During April and 

May, our conversation turns to the environment as we explore “A 

Christian Guide to Environmental Issues” by Martin and Margot Hodson.  

In the foreword to the guide, Andy Atkins - chief executive of A Rocha 

UK, who founded the Eco Church initiative - gives this incentive to our 

study and action: 

 'Is there hope?' is a question I am often asked. No doubt, the trends in 

biodiversity loss, climate change, plastics pollution and many other 

‘environmental' issues are very concerning, not to say potentially 

catastrophic.  But, yes, there is hope.  Not just ultimately, in a loving, 

creator God, but in him now.  Churches and Christians are still present in 

every village, town and neighbourhood in the UK.  However stretched we 

may feel, we have a unique potential to make a positive impact on the 

environmental crisis locally and nationally if we act together, drawing on 

the E science and the resources we have.  

Date Reading Title 

April 6th  No meeting  

April 13th 
 

Psalm 148 
Matthew 22:34-40 Luke 10:25-37 

The Greatest 
Commandment 

April 20th 
 

Isaiah 55:6-13 Salvation for People and 
Creation 

April 27th 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Luke 13:6-9 

Soil, Figs and Vineyards 

May 4th No meeting  
 

 

Core Bible April 2026 

 



Second and Fourth Saturday Prayers! 

April 11th and 25th at 9.00 am in the Parlour or follow 

the link on the website to join via Zoom. 

Come and join us as we pray for individuals, our church and circuit, the 

community we serve and situations across the world.  You can also join 

by participating in the Prayer Chain, which receives requests via 

WhatsApp or email.  If you or someone you know requires prayer, 

please send requests to Melanie using the contact details provided on 

the last page. 

There are lots of ideas on the opportunities to serve page this month, 

so perhaps we could all take the time to pray about where God might 

be calling us to serve in response to the suggestions made there. 

 

 

Good Friday Walk of Witness 

Kingswinford Churches Together will 

be holding what it is hoped will 

become an annual walk of witness on 

Good Friday (April 3rd).  Members of 

the local churches will walk from 

their places of worship and congregate for a short act of witness in 

Townsend Place, beginning at 11.15 am. There is, of course, also the 

option of meeting in Townsend Place just before 11.15 am if walking is 

difficult for you.  As we prepare for this opportunity to share our united 

belief with the local community, please pray for those involved in the 

planning and for the people we collectively serve, that in sharing all that 

Christ sacrificed, others might come to know and believe. 

 

  



 

 
 

 
Cash for your clutter 
 
 

Are you having a Spring clean? 
Have you got any of the following that you no longer use? 

• Jewellery & Watches (in any material even if damaged or 

broken) 

• Currency – Any coins or banknotes, UK & foreign (even if out of 

circulation) 

• Mobile Phones 

• Cameras (old film, digital and video) 

• Stamps (Loose, single, albums, first day covers, presentation 

packs) 

• Gadgets (Sat-Navs, Ipods, MP3 players, games consoles, games 

and accessories) 

By sending these items to “Recycling for Good Causes” – a fundraising 
charity – we are able to boost our church funds. “Every little helps” as 
the saying goes, so if you do have anything to contribute please give it 
to Megan.  

Early Notice:  

Might you consider doing “No Mow May” 
next month? 
 

 

 



Opportunities to serve … 
 

 

 

 

Fundraising … 
We still have a way to go with the repayments 

for the boiler.  Do you have a passion for 

fundraising?  Could you get a team together to 

put on an event or run a challenge that would 

encourage others to take part in enjoyable ways, whilst moving us ever 

closer to reaching the annual target of £5000? 

 

 

Are you good at befriending new people? 
Could you offer your assistance and invite new people to 

sit with you when they arrive at church, during the 

service, and then chat to them over coffee afterwards?  

If so, please inform those who meet and greet so they can direct people 

towards you. 

 

 

Churches Together… 
The Churches Together group is growing and 

would always welcome new members who 

are willing to be involved in encouraging 

Church Unity and in organising events 

alongside brothers and sisters from other local churches. If you are 

interested then please talk to Melanie Walters. 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 

  



 

Friendship Group 

 

Thursday 9 April 

 

2.15 pm in the Church 

Parlour 

 

SPEAKER: Susan Merill 

(to talk about her working 

life as a mounted Police 

Officer) 
 

 

Thursday 23 April 

 

LUNCH OUT 
 

 

 

Venue to be confirmed 

 

Contact: Joyce on 01384 295122 for more details 

All welcome – no minimum (or maximum) age limit!! 

___________________________________________________

_ 

Men’s Group 

The Men’s Group will not be meeting on Wednesday 1 April due to the 

Circuit Holy Week Walk which is taking place on that day.  Walkers will 

conclude their journey at Kingswinford at approximately 5.50 pm when 

refreshments will be served, followed by a worship service at 6.30 pm.  

Everyone is invited to attend to welcome and support the walkers – 

and, of course, to share in refreshments and worship. 

The next meeting of the Men’s Group will take place in the Red Room 

at church on Wednesday 6 May at 7.00 pm when you are again invited 

to participate in a ‘bring and share’ Faith Supper. 

Contact: Richard – richardwaters964@icloud.com 

 

mailto:richardwaters964@icloud.com


 

 

 

All Age Service – 8 March 2026 – Karen Edwards 

Beatitude:  Blessed are the Pure in Heart 

Another thought-provoking, enjoyable service with lots of action songs 

to keep the Rainbows and Brownies busy! 

Megan and Melanie talked about keeping our hearts healthy - both from 

the outside in and from the inside out – and showing 

that love to others.  We started with the girls finding 

objects representing things we can do to keep our 

hearts healthy – trainers for exercise, fruit, healthy diet 

etc. 

For our prayer time we were invited to a engage in a range of activities 

to help us – small mirrors to add things / people on our minds; an 

opportunity to write things on our 

hands that were troubling us and then 

to use soap and water to visibly see 

them being 'washed away' and 

forgiven by God. 

There were ‘cross’ jigsaws that were cut into four pieces and we were 

encouraged to stick them back together with a tape cross,  just as Jesus 

helps us with problems in our lives.   There were thought-provoking 

images on the screen to help us too. 

Richard and Ann then read the story of the tax 

collector and the Pharisee.   Then we all received the 

next sticker for our charts - much to the Rainbows’ 

and Brownies’ delight, as they were proudly 

parading out of church with their flags. 

Thank you again Megan and Melanie  for all your hard work 



Jane then presented flowers on behalf of us all to 

Edna and Bob Drake on the occasion of their Golden 

Wedding anniversary.  Many congratulations!  One 

of the Brownies asked me why they were receiving 

flowers - and when I explained , she said "Wow, 

that’s a very lot of years !!!  

CHURCH BIRTHDAY PHOTO DISPLAY 

Just another quick plea - does anyone have any photos of church events, 

past or more recent, that I could make copies of to add to the display 

I'm hoping to put up for the birthday in June?  Email or physical photos 

would be gratefully received and, of course, any originals will be 

returned to you.   Also, if anyone knows of anyone who has been 

married or christened at our church and would like to send me a photo 

or two, that would also be great. 

 

GUIDING OPEN NIGHT 

More details to follow but we are planning on having some kind of open 

evening on Tuesday 16th June.  We would love you to pop in and see us. 

 

 
 
  



60th Birthday Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

Easter – a time to  

7.  Eat a hot cross bun – join us on Good Friday morning for 

the service at 10am and hot cross buns afterwards. 

33.  Tell someone about Jesus  

41.  Get up early to see the sunrise – Easter morning is the 

perfect time!  Then join us for breakfast after the 8.30am 

communion service. 

53. Have a cup of tea in a china cup 

56. Have a cream tea 

Join us for afternoon tea on April 4th when you can do both. 

 

And thinking ahead…… 

54.  Go to a concert or show – remember the Gentlemen 

Songsters’ concert coming up on Saturday 13 June. 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 

 

The mission of Black Country Foodbank is ‘to feed local people in crisis’ 

through the provision of 3 days’ emergency food and toiletry supplies 

whilst a longer-term solution is developed.  The services they provide 

have an enormous impact on the people who use them, giving them an 

important breathing space at a time of great need. 

Thank you to everyone who provided donations in March. 

The following items are currently in short supply.  Please consider these 

urgent requirements alongside your usual donations. 

 
 

Long life milk Toilet roll 

Tinned fish  

Bags of rice Bars of soap 

Packets of savoury rice  

Tinned vegetables Roll-on deodorant 

Tinned tomatoes  

Small jars of coffee Shower gel 

Jars of pasta sauce / cooking sauce  

1 litre cartons of long life fruit juice  
 

 

BCFB cannot accept out of date food or food items containing alcohol.   
 

How to donate financially 
Website - donate on the website www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk  

Bank transfer - Sortcode: 40-11-55, Account No: 30116548  

Mobile phone - You can text BCFOODBANK to 70085 to donate £5.  
 

http://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/


  
 
 
 
 



The Methodist Church  

Easter Offering 2026 theme is:  

Unbound: a gospel that breaks barriers 

Focusing on God’s kingdom as a place of freedom and 

release from captivity 

EASTER OFFERING ENVELOPES will be handed out on Palm Sunday – at 

the Super Sunday morning service and the Circuit Palm Praise evening 

service. 

Envelopes with donations will be collected in during the Easter period.  

Please make any cheques payable to Methodist Church World Mission 

Fund. 

Offerings will then be dedicated at the Circuit Pentecost Praise Service 

to be held at Kinver on 24 May. 

 

 

 

WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE 

(Please give donation to Boiler Fund) 

 Speak to Sheila or Rex for details 

 

  



Circuit News 

Circuit Ramblers: 
10 am on Saturday 11th April - from 

Kinver Community Centre, DY7 6ET 

 

Other walks: 

4th April - Easter Coffee Morning at Amblecote Wordsley   

       (towards The Bonded Warehouse) 

18th April - Bumble Hole Nature Reserve 

25th April - Saltwells Wood (to see the bluebells) 

 

Thanks for the Memories – Music & Singing for Wellbeing 

A monthly afternoon singing of favourite songs from 

the past and from the musicals.  This will be at 

Amblecote Wordsley Methodist on a Sunday,  

with tea from 3.30 pm and singing from 4 - 5 pm.   

All are welcome.  Contact Amblecote to check date. 

 

Eden Toddler Group – SMC Gig Mill  
Mums, dads, grandparents, guardians, carers are all 
welcome to pop in with babies and toddlers to a new 
Toddler Group at Stourbridge Methodist Church Gig Mill 
every Friday morning 9.30 am to 11.30 am.   
Admission £1.50.  Contact Amy on 07561 880938 for more information.  
 

Time for Tea at SMC Gig Mill 

for tea and conversation 

Tuesday 7th April, 2.30-4.00 pm 

Everyone is welcome, come along and make some new 

friends! 

Contact Gig Mill to check date. 

 
 

 

 



Feed My Sheep Invite 

 

The next Feed My Sheep lunch will be on Sunday 

3 May at 1.00 pm. 

Feed My Sheep meals are for those who would 

otherwise normally eat alone on a Sunday.  They are completely free. 

If you would like to attend the next meal or any meals in the future (they 

happen once a month, normally on the first Sunday) please contact Megan 

(details on the back page). 

Please note, there will be no lunch on Sunday 5 April.  Instead, we will be 

holding the following: 

 

On Saturday 4 April Feed My Sheep will be having an 

afternoon tea  

in the church hall at 3.30 pm  

and we would like to extend the invite to everyone on this 

occasion. 

 

 
 

Please speak to Megan or Melanie if you would like 
to attend. 

  



April Rotas 

 
Foodbank 

5th April John Mearman 19th April Sue & John Miller 

12th April Rod Worthington 26th April Melanie Walters 
 

Jackie Cliff would always be happy to hear from anyone else who would 

like to join the Foodbank Rota 
 

After service coffee/tea 
5th April Debbie Westwood, George & Judith Tyler 

12th April Jocelyn Arch, Jane Stokes, Esther Homer 

19th April Bob and Edna Drake, Paula Durrant 

26th April David and Diane Jones, Celia Miskin, Lynda Johnson 

3rd May Into the Light, Jean Whitehouse (in church) 
 

Diane Jones would always be happy to hear from anyone else who would 

like to join the after-service coffee/tea rota 
 

Meet & Greet 
5th April Ann Mearman, Carol Pearson, Jocelyn Arch 

12th April Diane and Iain Robertson, Margaret Shuttleworth 

19th April Colin and Jennifer Russ, Paula Durrant 

26th April Bob & Edna Drake, 

3rd May Ann Mearman, Paula Durrant, Betty Payne 
 

Jane Artist would always be happy to hear from anyone else who would 

like to join the Meet & Greet team 
 

Tea Towel Washing 
April Celia Miskin 

May Paula Durrant 
 

The Tea Towel washing rota for 2026 is currently complete and on the wall in 

the kitchen!  Thank you to all those who have agreed to serve in this way. 
 

 

  



April Services 

Maundy Thursday (2nd April) at 5.30 pm – a bring-and-share meal  
during which communion will be shared.  (Rev Jem Hawkins) 
 
Good Friday (3rd April): 
10.00 am – a short reflective service led by Rev Andrew Roberts. 
11.00 am - Churches Together walk of witness to Townend Place.  
11.15 am – a short united service there (about 15 minutes). 
  
Easter Day (5th April) - 8.30 am Communion, in addition to … 
 

 10:30 am 6:00 pm 

5th  
 

Rev Peter Clarke 
Easter Holy Communion 

(see below) 

12th   All-age Team,  
All-age worship  
ItL leading worship from 10am 

(see below) 

19th   
 

Rev Jem Hawkins 
 

Child Baptism after service 

Café worship 
Martin Rider and Abbie 
Dutton 
Supported by ItL 

26th    Andy Haynes 
plus KYC activities in the Hall 
ItL leading worship from 10am 

Rev Michael Payne 
Holy Communion  

 
Easter Day (5th April) at 6.00 pm.  Evening Praise Service at SMC New 
Road – choir, readings and Easter hymns – led by Rev Michael Payne. 

12th April at 6.00 pm, - Kinver: Kinver Praise led by Martyn Filsak 

 

May Services 

 10:30 am 6:00 pm 

3rd  
 

Rev Jem Hawkins 
Holy Communion 

 

 

  



The Tree Quiz – Esme Ashmore 
 

1. What is the tallest type of tree? 

2. Which Welsh band released A Thousand Trees?  

3. What is the only country to be named after a tree?  

4. What trees are a traditional feature of UK churchyards? 

5. ‘The Major Oak’ is found in what forest in the UK? 

6. What’s another common name for linden trees in the UK? 

7. 
Due to the way they exude sap, what name is sometimes given 

to eucalyptus trees? 

8. What is dendrochronology?  

9. Acer is a genus of trees known as what? 

10. What sort of tree stands in Trafalgar Square at Christmas time? 

11. Whose football stadium was built on a cherry tree orchard?  

12. Amber is made from fossilized what?  

13. What was the name of the tree in the Garden of Eden?   

14. In Morocco, what tree do goats climb in order to eat fruit? 

15. In which county is England’s largest forest?  

16. What tree is particularly associated with Buddha? 

17. What famous children’s book did Shel Silverstein write? 

18. What tree has seeds referred to as ‘helicopters’? 

19. What garden tree has poisonous seeds and yellow flowers? 

20. Which tree produces ‘cobs’ and ‘filberts’? 

 
 

 



Towns & Cities Quiz – Answers 
 
 

1. What we breathe Ayr 

2. A kind of carpet Axminster 

3. Replacement fortress Newcastle 

4. Wall material Stone 

5. 2, 4, 8, 16, 32….. Dublin 

6. A kind of footwear Wellington 

7. Applied more pressure Preston 

8. Refreshing process Bath 

9. Cover you head Wigan 

10. Part of a ship Hull 

11. Keep the fire going Stoke 

12. Noah’s vessel replacement Newark 

13. A kind of hat Derby 

14. A Scottish cake Dundee 

15. Boundary of the cemetery Gravesend 

16. A sport Rugby 

17. Body of water in Wales Welshpool 

18. Computer wires Leeds 

19. A full plate Nuneaton 

20. Protects sea creatures Fishguard 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

… from Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust on 

behalf of new mums 
“We wanted to reach out to say a heartfelt thank 

you for the thoughtful Mother’s Day gifts.  The 

mothers were very appreciative, and the gesture 

truly made a difference to their day. 

We also captured multiple photos of some of the 

women receiving their gifts. While these photos 

have not been shared externally, the mums asked us to pass on their 

sincere thanks to you all for your kindness and generosity.  Your support 

helped make Mother’s Day feel special for the women in our care, and 

it meant a great deal to them”. 

                   A Prayer in Spring – by Robert Frost 

             O give us pleasure in the flowers today; 
  And give us not to think so far away 
  As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 
  All simply in the springing of the year. 

  Oh give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
  Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 
  And make us happy in the happy bees, 
  The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

  And make us happy in the darting bird 
  That suddenly above the bees is heard, 
  The meteor that thrusts the with needle bill, 
  And off a blossom in mid-air stands still. 

  For this is love and nothing else is love, 
  The which it is reserved for God above 
  To sanctify to what far ends He will, 
  But which it only needs that we fulfil. 
   



Let’s end with a Loff ……… 
 
 

Why did the Christian chicken go to the other side of the road? 
 

To get a cross. 
 
 
 
 

How does Moses make his coffee? 
 

Hebrews it. 
 

 
 

What kind of lights did Noah have on the ark?  

Floodlights.      
 
 

 

A man asked God, “God, is it true that a billion years is like a 
second to you?”  God replied, “Yes”. 
 
The man said, “God, is it true that a billion pounds is like a 
penny to you?”  God replied, “Yes”. 
 
The man asked, “God, can I have a penny?”.    God said, “Sure, 
just a second!!”  



Church Activities and Contacts 

Bible Study:  Mondays at 7.30 pm – In the worship space 

Contact: Melanie - 07852 251581 or walters.m.j@me.com 

Coffee & Conversation: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 10.00 am to 12 noon – Hall 

Contact: Melanie - 07852 251581 or walters.m.j@me.com 

Coffee and Craft:  1st Saturdays 10.30 am to 12 noon – Red Room 

Contact: Diane (diane.robertson@blueyonder.co.uk)  

 

Feed my Sheep: 1st Sundays at 1.00 pm – Hall 

Contact: Megan - 07904 502365 or megan@ashfam.co.uk  

Into the Light:  Some Fridays at 6.30 pm – Church 

Contact: John - 07811 412355or jmearman@hotmail.com 

KYC (Young Church):  Sunday mornings – 10.30 am – Church/Hall 

Contact: Megan - 07904 502365 or megan@ashfam.co.uk  

Friendship Group: 2nd Thursdays at 2.15 pm – Parlour 

(plus 4th Thursdays - lunch out)  

Contact: Joyce - 01384 295122 

Men’s Group:  Usually 1st Wednesdays in the evening 

Contact: Richard - richardwalters964@icloud.com 

Prayers:  2nd and 4th Saturdays at 9.00 am – Parlour or on Zoom 

Contact: Melanie - 07852 251581 or walters.m.j@me.com 

 

General Enquiries – kmc.enquiries66@gmail.com 

Editor (Richard Walters) - richardwalters964@icloud.com 

Food Bank (Richard Walters) – richardwalters964@icloud.com 

Minister (Rev Jem Hawkins) – jhawkins.vos@gmail.com 01384 860849 

Pastoral Co-ordinator (Elaine) elainepanchal@googlemail.com 

Prayer Chain – kmc.prayers66@gmail.com 

Stewards - kmcstewardteam@gmail.com 
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